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The Emerging Threat of Violence Fixated Individuals and Movements

‘Less than a speck of dirt’: exploring the manifestos of
nihilistic violent extremists

Mackenzie B. Hart

School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Most of the limited research on nihilistic violent extremism (NVE)
has focused on the Com Network and its affiiated group, 764,
which have gained attention for their explicit recruitment and
victimization of children. In contrast, this study analyzes the long-
form manifestos produced by four nihilistic violent extremi
ing to the Soyjak Video Attacker Fandom (SAVF). Using
reflexive thematic analysis, this study seeks to improve our
understanding of NVE by answering two research questions:
what are the key themes in manifestos produced by the nihilistic
lent extremists of the SAVF, and (2) how do these compare to
themes of right-wing extremism (RWE)? This analysis constructed
four core themes of NVE, degeneracy, no lives matter (but some
matter less), self-hatred, and the veneration of violence. These
themes help frame nihilistic violence as its own type of violent
extremism, distinct from RWE. They can also be used to refine
and develop the definitions of NVE used by goversnments,
lawyers, law enforcement/security services and practitioners.
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Introduction

Nihilistic violent extremism (NVE) is a relatively new concept that has gained inter-
national attention from law enforcement and security agencies internationally. NVE is
defined, most generally, as a set of attitudes or beliefs involving disillusionment with
or rejection of society; the glorification of violence, both interpersonal and self-directed;
and the desire to bring about or accelerate social instability, chaos, or collapse (Canada
Centre for Community Engagement and Prevention of Violence [Canada Centre], 202!
Hughes & Beck, 2025; Institute for Strategic Dialogue, 2025a). NVE is a developing and
evolving ecosystem that includes decentralized online communities such as the Com
Network, which has recruited, encouraged, and supported children and youth to
commit violence - including suicide and non-suicidal self-harm - as well as psychologi-
cal, physical, and sexual harm of others (Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 2025). D

the increasing number of serious and vielent crimes committed by individuals affiliated
with these networks, questions remain regarding NVE. What exactly do nihilistic violent
extremists believe? Is nihilism an ideclogy in the sense of being a coherent system of
attitudes, beliefs, and values, or is it the absence of an ideology? If it is not an ideology,
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Gamified Terrorism and Competition for “Higher Scores”

Total score: 141/100 (S++)

"Breivheart"
Ausfags are even better at mass shooting than Burgers, proving shitpost supremacy once and for all.

The Halle attacker
created an
“Achievements” list, like
in a video game

Halle, October 2019




“DIY Terrorism” and Copycat Attacks
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How Extremist Propaganda Spreads Online

f
B,
£"yodysee X
TRU]D'!:!

a PARLER
W g GETTR

3 VouTube

ALT-TECH MAINSTREAM



Youth-Centred Online Content Across the Radicalisation Spectrum

ISIS “Call of Jihad” Propaganda Far-right Extremist Propaganda
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Evolutionary and Cognitive Anthropolog
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The fusion-plus-threat model (Harvey Whitehouse, 2018)
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Abstract

Whether upheld as heroic or reviled as terrorism, people have been willing to lay down their
lives for the sake of their groups throughout history. Wh xtreme self
sacrifice have highlighted a range of seemingly disparate factors, such as collective identity,
outgroup hostility, and kin psychology. In this paper, I attempt to integrate many of these fac
tors into a single overarching theory based on several decades of collaborative research with a
range of special populations, from tribes in Papua New Guinea to Libyan insurgents and from
Muslim fundamentalists in Indonesia to Brazilian football hooligans. These studies suggest
that extreme self-sacrifice is motivated by identity fusion, a visceral sense of oneness with
the group, resulting from intense collective experiences (e.g., painful rituals or the horrors
of frontline combat) or from perceptions of shared biology. In ancient foraging societies,
fusion would have enabled warlike bands to stand united despite strong temptations to scatter
and flee. The fusion mechanism has often been exploited in cultural rituals, not only by tribal
societies but also in specialized cells embedded in armies, cults, and terrorist organizations.
With the rise of social complexity and the spread of states and empires, fusion has also

extended to much larger
logical movements. Explaining extreme self-sacrifice is not only a scientific priority but also

sups, including doctrinal religions, ethnicities, and ideo

a practical challenge as we seek a collective response to suicide, terrorism, and other extreme
expressions of outgroup hostility that continue to bedevil humanity today



|dentity Fusion and Extreme Violence

Revolutionary Battalions (Libya) Religious Fundamentalists (Indonesia) @

Brothers in arms: Libyan revolutionaries bond
like family

Harvey Whitehoust ia | Buhrmester”, and William B. Swann Ji

¢ Survey of 179 fighters in Misrata, Libya (2011)
+* Measured fusion with fellow fighters (and other

groups)
«»» Sample included fighters and logistics personnel




Extreme Overvalued Beliefs and Identity Fusion

& frontiers & frontiers

Shared with a group or a
subcommunity

Extreme overvalued
beliefs with out-group
“Othering”

Extreme overvalued
beliefs with violence
condoning norms

Extreme overvalued
beliefs with perceived
oul-group threat

® cock g Extreme overvalued beliefs and
identities: revisiting the drivers of
violent extremism

|

Violent extremism

Pathological fixation on shared
beliefs: a review and bibliometric
analysis of extreme, overvalued
and delusion-like beliefs
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Is There a Language of Terrorists?

Research Aim: o

- Establishing a novel method of assessing the risk that Share
online users will engage in acts of violent extremism based ngge
on linguistic markers detectable in terrorist manifestos

- Drawing on existing research and evidence from the fields
of cognitive anthropology, social psychology, and
communication studies

\

Contributions:

- Filling academic gaps related to the study of online
radicalisation and the online-offline extremism nexus

- Providing valuable insights for policymakers, social media
companies, and frontline practitioners seeking to
understand, prevent, and combat online radicalisation
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Operational Leakage €<= Psychological Signals

Article

Personality and Social
Psychology Bulletin

Online Signals of Extremist Mobilization 2026, Vol (1) 70-89

© The Author(s) 2024
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Abstract

Psychological theories of mobilization tend to focus on explaining people’s motivations for action, rather than mobilization
(“activation™) processes. To investigate the online behaviors associated with mobilization, we compared the online
communications data of 26 people who subsequently mobilized to right-wing extremist action and 48 people who held similar
extremist views but did not mobilize (N = 119,473 social media posts). In a three-part analysis, involving content analysis
(Part 1), topic modeling (Part 2), and machine learning (Part 3), we showed that communicating ideological or hateful content
was not related to mobilization, but rather mobilization was positively related to talking about violent action, operational
planning, and logistics. Our findings imply that to explain mobilization to extremist action, rather than the motivations for
action, theories of collective action should extend beyond how individuals express grievances and anger, to how they equip
themselves with the “know-how” and capability to act.

Keywords
collective action, extremism, intergroup processes, violence

Received February 19, 2024; revision accepted June 10, 2024

The social psychology and terrorism literatures have histori-  action, and importantly, to apply established social psycho-
cally diverged in their definitions and conceptualizations of  logical frameworks of collective action to understand that
extremist action. The social psychology literature providesa  action (Smith et al., 2020; Thomas et al., 2022). Indeed, the
broad definition, encapsulating extremist action within the  benefits to this have already been documented when examin-
wider boundary of collective action, and as involving mili-  ing how social psychological theory can inform understand-
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Linguistic markers in the writings of violent offenders,
high-risk individuals, and online users

Lisa Kaati'® - Nazar Akrami? - Karie A. Gibson® - Sarah W. Craun®

Received: 29 July 2025 / Accepted: 7 February 2026 / Published online: 13 February 2026
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Abstract

This study investigates whether warning signs of targeted violence can be identi-
fied in written communication by analyzing linguistic markers across three groups:
violent offenders, high-risk persons of concem (POCs), and a diverse online popu-
lation. We focus on linguistic markers for five warning signs: anger, grievance,
leakage (intent to do harm), identification (taking the role of a previous attacker,
violent ideology, or warrior persona), and operational details (planning and prepa-
ration of an attack). Using a unique dataset of writings from 115 individuals (80
violent offenders and 35 POCs) and communication from 14 online communities,
we have assessed the prevalence of these markers. Our results show that all five
warning signs were significantly more common among violent offenders and POCs
than in the online population. In a comparison between the violent offenders and
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Early Threat Detection and Terrorism Prevention

Assessing Violence Risk in Online Communities

THE
LANGUAGE OF
TERRORISTS

DISTINGUISHING
TROLLS FROM VIOLENT
EXTREMISTS

JULIA EBNER

USING LANGUAGE AS A WINDOW
INTO THE PSYCHOLOGY OF
VIOLENT SELF-SACRIFICE

* We analysed the manifestos
and chat logs of convicted
terrorists and violent
extremists

* We compared them to control
groups

* We found statistically
significant psycholinguistic
patterns



THE DEADLY
COCKTAIL OF
VIOLENT

EXTREMISM

\ 4

Extreme Pro-Group Violence

Implications

- How can we
incorporate this into
existing risk assessment
frameworks?

- Can we improve early
warning systems?

- What can be done to
prevent or counter each
of the psychological
ingredients of violent
extremism?



Part 1: Terrorist Manifesto Analysis

Research Aim: To distill predictors of terrorist actions based on texts that were published shortly before the respective
authors committed acts of political violence as compared to political manifestos that were not followed by violent action.

Table 1. Manifesto overview.

Methods: Anders Behring Manifesto of the Norway attacks, 2011 75,674 Violent self-sacrificial
« Qualitative Text Analysis Breivik g
o i i i Elliot Rodger Manifesto of the Isla Vista killings, 2014 6,844 Violent self-sacrificial
Quantitative NLP Ana Iys S Dylann Roof Manifesto of the Charleston shooting, 2015 149 Violent self-sacrificial
Brenton Tarrant Manifesto of the Christchurch mosque attacks, 847 Violent self-sacrificial
2019
Manifesto Coding; Stephan Baillet Manifesto of the Halle synagogue shooting, 2019 159 Violent self-sacrificial
John Earnest Manifesto of the Poway synagogue attack, 2019 295 Violent self-sacrificial
e \Violent self-sacrificial Patrik Crusius Manifesto of the El Paso attack, 2019 157 Violent self-sacrificial
. Adolf Hitler Mein Kampf, 1925 11,036 Violent self-sacrificial
manifestos Sayyid Qutb Milestones, 1964 2,563 Violent self-sacrificial
. Karl Marx and Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848 3,651 Ideologically
e |deologically extreme (non- Friedrich Engels extreme
. . Yusuf al-Qaradawi The Lawful and Prohibited in Islam, 1960 8,197 Ideologically
violent) manifestos extreme
. Fjordman Defeating Eurabia, 2008 6,192 Ideologically
e Moderate (non-violent) extreme
if Simone de Beauvoir The Second Sex, 1949 13,052 Moderate
manirestos Martin Luther King Jr. | Have a Dream, 1963 75 Moderate

Greta Thunberg Our House is on Fire, 2019 63 Moderate




Part 2: Online Group Analysis

Research Aim:

Based on the newly developed language threat detection rubric, this part of the
project quantitatively and qualitatively examines to what degree online groups
(extremist and non-extremist) show trademarks of violent terrorist manifestos that
are not found in non-violent texts.

Data was collected from four types of online platforms:

1.) the Iron March website, which was a violence-endorsing white supremacist discussion forum
that was closed down due to its links to terrorist organisations such as Atomwaffen Division and
National Action,

2.) the online gaming chat application Discord, which has hosted a variety of ideologically
extreme alt-right and conspiracy theory groups, ranging from violent to non-violent,

3.) the religious discussion platforms Third Hour and IslamicBoard.com, which are both marked
by a shared moderate ideology but are not endorsing violence,

4.) the football fan forum FootballForums.net, which is a non-ideological hobby community that
hosts both non-violent football fans and hooligans who have resorted to violence.

iol
A

len igl
New Role for Natural Language
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Different Ideology, Shared Psychology

Thematic Overlap Across Categories
Evidence for shared Shared and unique theme categories (excluding Other)
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Results of a Comparative Telegram Analysis

Topic Coherence by Category

NPMI Coherence

DCM Feature Prevalence by Movement Category
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Fig. 3 DCM feature prevalence by movement. Bars show the proportion of messages flagged for each feature; error

bars indicate Wilson 95% confidence intervals. The rank ordering of features is identical across all three movement
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Conclusions and Implications

Our NLP analysis shows that the differences in the identity fusion variables in violent versus non-violent manifestos are indeed
statistically significant. Based on these findings, our study presents a new language-based threat detection approach that can
complement and enhance existing frameworks used by law enforcement agencies to prevent terrorism and other forms of extreme
violence.

Advantages of the Threat Detection Framework

Traditional threat detection is based on a range of factors, Key variables not influenced by ideological or cultural factors
including possession of weapons, membership of listed terrorist - The framework can therefore be applied in different
groups and explicit calls to violence or credible threats against demographic, economic, cultural and religious contexts.
concrete targets. But new technological, organisational and
cultural trends have rendered these indicators less helpful: Relevant variables are revealed subconsciously in speech

- Hence they reach beyond strategically chosen words
s Improvised self-made weapons, including 3D-printed of escalation or de-escalation and are a more reliable

weapons predictor than explicit threats to violence.

» The emergence of post-organisational online structures of
violent extremist networks

% The use of satire, trolling and gamified communication by

extremist online subcultures
18
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