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The Emerging Threat of Violence Fixated Individuals and Movements



3

Gamified Terrorism and Competition for ”Higher Scores”

The Halle attacker
 created an 
“Achievements” list, like 
in a video game

Halle, October 2019



“DIY Terrorism” and Copycat Attacks

Ideological and tactical inspiration
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ALT-TECH MAINSTREAM

How Extremist Propaganda Spreads Online



Far-right Extremist Propaganda

Patriotic Alternative’s Call of Duty Competition

Youth-Centred Online Content Across the Radicalisation Spectrum

ISIS “Call of Jihad” Propaganda 

Alt-Salafi Propaganda using Pepe the Frog

Active Club Networks, 2023 



Evolutionary and Cognitive Anthropological Research

The fusion-plus-threat model (Harvey Whitehouse, 2018)

Source: Jimenez, Gómez, Buhrmester, Vázquez

Identity fusion



Religious Fundamentalists (Indonesia)Revolutionary Battalions (Libya) 

Herder-Farmer Conflicts (Cameroon)Football Hooligans (UK & Brazil)

❖ Survey  of 179 fighters in Misrata, Libya (2011)
❖ Measured fusion with fellow fighters (and other 

groups)
❖ Sample included fighters and logistics personnel

Identity Fusion and Extreme Violence



Extreme Overvalued Beliefs and Identity Fusion
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Is There a Language of Terrorists?

Research Aim:
- Establishing a novel method of assessing the risk that 

online users will engage in acts of violent extremism based 
on linguistic markers detectable in terrorist manifestos

- Drawing on existing research and evidence from the fields 
of cognitive anthropology, social psychology, and 
communication studies

Contributions:
- Filling academic gaps related to the study of online 

radicalisation and the online-offline extremism nexus
- Providing valuable insights for policymakers, social media 

companies, and frontline practitioners seeking to 
understand, prevent, and combat online radicalisation
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Operational Leakage → Psychological Signals
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Early Threat Detection and Terrorism Prevention

Assessing Violence Risk in Online Communities

USING LANGUAGE AS A WINDOW 
INTO THE PSYCHOLOGY OF 
VIOLENT SELF-SACRIFICE

• We analysed the manifestos 
and chat logs of convicted 
terrorists and violent 
extremists 

• We  compared them to control 
groups

• We found statistically 
significant psycholinguistic 
patterns 



THE DEADLY 
COCKTAIL OF 
VIOLENT 
EXTREMISM

Extreme Pro-Group Violence

Identity Fusion

Existential 
Threat

Outgroup 
Othering

Violence 
Justification

Implications 

 - How can we 
incorporate this into 
existing risk assessment 
frameworks?

- Can we improve early 
warning systems?

- What can be done to 
prevent or counter each 
of the psychological 
ingredients of violent 
extremism?



Manifesto Analysis

Methods: 

• Qualitative Text Analysis 

• Quantitative NLP Analysis 

Manifesto Coding:

• Violent self-sacrificial 

manifestos

• Ideologically extreme (non-

violent) manifestos

• Moderate (non-violent) 

manifestos

Part 1: Terrorist Manifesto Analysis

Research Aim: To distill predictors of terrorist actions based on texts that were published shortly before the respective 

authors committed acts of political violence as compared to political manifestos that were not followed by violent action.
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Part 2: Online Group Analysis

Data was collected from four types of online platforms: 

1.) the Iron March website, which was a violence-endorsing white supremacist discussion forum 
that was closed down due to its links to terrorist organisations such as Atomwaffen Division and 
National Action, 

2.) the online gaming chat application Discord, which has hosted a variety of ideologically 
extreme alt-right and conspiracy theory groups, ranging from violent to non-violent,

3.) the religious discussion platforms Third Hour and IslamicBoard.com, which are both marked 
by a shared moderate ideology but are not endorsing violence, 

4.) the football fan forum FootballForums.net, which is a non-ideological hobby community that 
hosts both non-violent football fans and hooligans who have resorted to violence. 

Research Aim:

Based on the newly developed language threat detection rubric, this part of the 

project quantitatively and qualitatively examines to what degree online groups 

(extremist and non-extremist) show trademarks of violent terrorist manifestos that 

are not found in non-violent texts.
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Different Ideology, Shared Psychology
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Results of a Comparative Telegram Analysis



Conclusions and Implications

Current Challenges for Intelligence and Security Services

Traditional threat detection is based on a range of factors, 
including possession of weapons, membership of listed terrorist 
groups and explicit calls to violence or credible threats against 
concrete targets. But new technological, organisational and 
cultural trends have rendered these indicators less helpful:

❖ Improvised self-made weapons, including 3D-printed 
weapons 

❖ The emergence of post-organisational online structures of 
violent extremist networks

❖ The use of satire, trolling and gamified communication by 
extremist online subcultures 

 

Advantages of the Threat Detection Framework

Key variables not influenced by ideological or cultural factors 
→ The framework can therefore be applied in different 
demographic, economic, cultural and religious contexts. 

Relevant variables are revealed subconsciously in speech
→ Hence they reach beyond strategically chosen words 
of escalation or de-escalation and are a more reliable 
predictor than explicit threats to violence.

Our NLP analysis shows that the differences in the identity fusion variables in violent versus non-violent manifestos are indeed 
statistically significant. Based on these findings, our study presents a new language-based threat detection approach that can 
complement and enhance existing frameworks used by law enforcement agencies to prevent terrorism and other forms of extreme 
violence.  
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