KNIFE MARKETING OF CONCERN

LEGAL PROVISIONS
KNIVES ACT 1997

1 Unlawful marketing of knives.
(1) Aperson is guilty of an offence if he markets a knife in a way which—
(a) indicates, or suggests, that it is suitable for combat; or
(b) is otherwise likely to stimulate or encourage violent behaviour involving the use of the knife as a weapon.
(2) “Suitable for combat™ and “violent behaviour” are defined in section 10.

(3) For the purposes of this Act, an indication or suggestion that a knife is suitable for combat may, in particular, be given or
made by a name or description—

(a) applied to the knife;
(b) on the knife or on any packaging in which It Is contalned; or
(c) included in any advertisement which, expressly or by implication, relates to the knife.
(4) For the purposes of this Act, a person markets a knife if —
(a) he sells or hires it;
(b) he offers, or exposes, it for sale or hire; or
(c) he hasitin his possession for the purpose of sale or hire.
[F1(5) Aperson guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to a fine nol exceeding the
statutory maximum, or to both;

(b)  on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 4 years, or to a fine, or to both.]

10 Interpretation.
In this Act—
“the court” means—
{a) in relation to England and Wales or Northern Ireland, the Crown Court or a magistrate’s court;
) in relation to Scotiand, the sheriff;
“knife” means an instrument which has a biade or is sharply pointed;
“marketing” and related expressions are 1o be read with section 1(4);

“publication” Iincludes a publication in electronic form and, in the case of a publication which Is, or may be,
produced from electronic data, any medium on which the data are stored;

“suitable for combat”™ means suitable for use as a weapon for inflicting injury on a person or causing a person to
fear injury;

“violent behaviour” means an uniawful act inflicting injury on a person or causing a person to fear injury.

INQUIRIES ACT 2005, section 2

2 No determination of liability
(1) Aninquiry panel is not to rule on, and has no power to determine, any person’s civil or criminal liability.

(2) But an inquiry panel is not to be inhibited in the discharge of its functions by any likelihood of liability being inferred from
facts that it determines or recommendations that it makes.
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The Inquiry has no power to rule on or determine civil or criminal liability but the following
illustrative examples raise reasonable questions about the industry’s current interpretation of
the legislation and about the enforcement of the Knives Act.
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