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dieticians, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and Dion's 
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d. In her witness statement, Laetitia described life at home in this way, "The 
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2 MERP0007860004 
3 Joanne Hodson 23 October 2025, 101(11-14 
4 IWS0000580038, para 179 
5 IWS000056_0033, para 140 
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Systemic Failures 
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6 Louise Anderson 3 November 2025, 145/12-24 
Dion R 5 November 2025, 70/25-71/12 
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and other failures by many organisations including by the Youth Offending 

Team, CAMHS, Lancashire Police and Lancashire County Council Children's 

Social Care.8

7. In relation to CAMHS, it is highly likely that by the Autumn of 2019, AR was 

exhibiting obvious signs of autism.' Indeed, Joanne Hodson said that it was 

her "immediate impression" when she first met AR in December 2019 that he 

was on autistic spectrum.1° That it took 15 months thereafter (until February 

2021) for AR to be formally diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder is a 

national disgrace. Whilst the pressures brought to bear on CAMHS by the 

increase in children seeking help and support for mental health issues are not 

insubstantial, it is unacceptable for children to wait months, if not years, for a 

diagnosis. 
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8 For example, Louise Anderson accepted that following the incident on 17 March 2022, Lancashire 
had an opportunity to convene a multi-agency risk assessment "which, with what we know now, would 
have made a huge difference to what happened in the future. We absolutely take responsibility for our 
part and we want to say sorry and I want to say sorry." Louise Anderson 3 November 2025, 156/1-5 
and Ms Bibby-Roberts accepted that she "sadly" did not consider the Youth offending Team Workers 
to be "relentless in their engagement" with AR (Stephanie Bibby-Roberts 4 November 2025, 56/15-19 
9 LANC000004_0004 (Minutes of strategy discussion from 17 December 2019) 
'o Joanne Hodson 23 October 2025, 99/19-100/7 
" Dr Ramasubramanian 20 October 2025, 104/24-105/2 
12 Oonagh Killen 20 October 2025, 161/10-12 
13 Dr Ramasubramanian 20 October 2025, 104/3-4 
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14 Dr Ramasubramanian 20 October 2025, 142/18-20 
15 Dr Molyneux 20 October 2025, 6/4-8 and 7/4-12 
16 Dr Molyneux 20 October 2025, 11/4-15/11 
17 AHCH0002530013, para 34 
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12. In his opening statement, Mr Nick Moss KC, Counsel to the Inquiry posed this 

pertinent question, "First, who and what bodies actually took responsibility for 

positive action and intervention meaningfully to address the risks that AR 

posed. Or was there a pattern of referral, consideration and either rejection of 

the referrals or holding open his case before closure or passing him onto other 

agencies_ In other words, who if anyone took ownership? "21 That latter 

question was rightly asked of a multitude of witnesses. The answers 

resoundingly suggest that there was a spectacular and worrying lack of clarity 

about which agency was the lead agency responsible for assessing any risk 

that AR posed. 
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18 IWS0000600020, para 86 
19 PC Fairclough 7 October 2025, 17/5-9 
20 See further Louise Anderson 3 November 2025, 156/1-5 
21 Counsel to the Inquiry's opening statement, 16 September 2025, 155/10-16 
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14. When assessing Dion's evidence, it is important to bear in mind: 

involved in AR's case was understandably left to his parents, as the 
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the house requiring as he does, assistance of his parents to use the 

that it would not be possible for Dion's wheelchair to enter beyond the 

threshold of AR's room,24 and, as Dion explained, he never went into 

AR's room.25

studying at university returning only at the end of terms. 

22 For example, Dion's evidence that his brother lacked empathy is supported by the evidence of 
numerous professionals who interacted with AR, including Skott Morgan (CAMHS practitioner). See 
LCCO00029 (letter dated 14 February 2020). 
23 The Inquiry will recall Alphonse's evidence that he cried when he "heard what Dion had said about 
his experience at home." Alphonse R 5 November 2025, 101/13-14 
24 M ERP007784_0201, 250-251 
?5 Dion R 4 November 2025, 191/11-12 
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living arrangements. 

a. As Dion made clear in his witness statement, he had "no idea" that AR 

was looking at or watching videos of extreme violence or school 

massacres. 26 

d. In relation to the 22 July 2024, Dion's knowledge of this incident comes 

solely from that which he was told by his father.29 Importantly, as Dion 

said both in his witness statement and in evidence, Dion was not aware 

26 I WS0000600013 para 63 
27 IWS0000600012, para 59 
28 IWS0000600024 para 102 and 0025 para 107 
29 In his witness statement, Alphonse R confirms he told Dion "to be careful around AR." 
IWS000058_0053 para 260. When considering evidence relating to 22 July 2024, the Inquiry may 
also wish to have regard to L00000223 0004 
30 IWS0000600025 para 108; Dion R 5 November 2025, 44/15-17 
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31 I WS0000600024 para 105 
32 INW0000600024 para 104 
33 IWS0000600007, para 29 
34 RAN000039_000 para 12 
35 Dion R 4 November 2025, 196/15-24 
36 Dion R 4 November 2025, 19714-5 
37 MERP000946 0002 
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38 Dion R, 5 November 2025, page 6/5-11; MERPOO12090005 
39 IWS0000600005, para 23 
4o Stephanie Roberts-Bibby 4 November 2025, 6/3-6 
41 Laetitia M 6 November 2025, 124/19-22. See also IWS000056 0011 
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42 IWS0000600011, para 50 
43 IWS0000600010, para 48 
44 IWS0000580050 para 249 and _0059 para 285; Laetitia M 6 November 2025 pages 118/17-
119/11 
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45 Youth Justice Board opening submissions 17 September 2025, 66/5-13 
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