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1. This witness statement is made to assist the Southport Inquiry (the "Inquiry") with the 
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6. It was apparent from the plan that AR had a diagnosis of autism and on the face of 

the document, we may be able to provide for the need of AR. Accordingly a visit 

to Acorns School was arranged for me to meet with staff at the school and to 

meet AR in his current surroundings. 
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8. When I have been involved with children transferring into Presfield from schools within 

the Sefton area, it is often a transfer from a school that we have worked with previously. 

When this happens, we often have established a working relationship which allows for 

frank exchanges. "What do we need to know" would often be the discussion at such 

meetings 
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10. Risk assessments would be completed by form tutors who had a more detailed 

working knowledge of the pupil. The risk assessments are living documents and are 

updated as and when new information comes to light. The assessments are reviewed by 

the Senior Leadership Team on an annual basis. The risk assessment for AR was not 

substantially updated due to the lack of attendance at school and his lack of 

engagement. 

Lead (DSL) 

12. I had no involvement in the decision making process regarding the removal of AR 

At the time of that decision, I was not a member of that team. 

Placement request for AR at Presfield High School 
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would have been not to offer AR a placement. Autism was clearly not the primary need 

of AR. 
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16. Had the EHCP been an accurate reflection of the needs for AR, I have no doubt that 

Presfield would have been able to meet the educational needs of AR. Unfortunately the 

EHCP was not an accurate reflection and consequently at no stage was Presfield an 

appropriate setting. 
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present. None of these steps appeared to have any effect upon his engagement or 
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21. On 8th June 2023, 1 wrote to the then deputy headteacher HPD6 — PRE000899 

indicating that I thought the provision of service from Lancashire County Council was 

poor. This was because we appeared never to receive a response from them or when 

we did receive a response, it was an explanation as to why they could not assist. There 

was a problem with the authority retaining staff in role and we were never notified who 

had taken over that role. The service could have been better if we had more 

collaboration with the authority and kept informed as to who our points of contact were. 

The issue needed bringing to a head as we did not have contact with AR, we were not 

allowed to remove AR from our roll and the matter was escalated to the Headteacher Mr 

Fay. 
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23.With the benefit of hindsight, it is my view that a referral to PREVENT should have 
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transferred to our school with a paper safeguarding (CPOMS) file. The transferring 

school is provided with a receipt for that paper file which is immediately uploaded onto 

our CPOMS system. 

Dated this 18t" day of August 2025 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or 

causes to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth 

without an honest belief in its truth. 

Signature
Signed ` .::................:...:.......... 

Hayley Patricia Dawson 

18/07/2025 
Dated ................................... 

PRE001807_0007 



HAYLEY PATRICIA DAWSON Final 
Final Audit Report 2025-08-18 

Created: 2025-08-18 

By: Terry Wilcox (twi@hudgellsolicitors.co.uk) 

Status: Signed 

Transaction ID: CBJCHBCAABAAo-To-F8Kmt2JazYtFgTfhjoSedhdh3JQ 

"HAYLEY PATRICIA DAWSON Final" History 
Document created by Terry Wilcox (twi@hudgellsolicitors.co.uk) 

2025-08-18 - 10:36:50 AM GMT 

Document emailed to Hayley Dawson (hdawson@presfieldschool.org) for signature 

2025-08-18 - 10:36:53 AM GMT 

Email viewed by Hayley Dawson (hdawson@presfieldschool.org) 

2025-08-18 - 1:54:46 PM GMT 

Document e-signed by Hayley Dawson (hdawson@presfieldschool.org) 

Signature Date: 2025-08-18 - 1:56:19 PM GMT - Time Source: server 

Agreement completed. 

2025-08-18 - 1:56:19 PM GMT 

Adobe Acrobat Sign 

PRE001807_0008 


