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1. At the time of my involvement with AR I was employed by Greater Manchester 
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4. This witness statement is made to assist the Southport Inquiry (the "Inquiry") 

with the matters set out in the Rule 9 request dated 12 August 2025. For ease 

of reference and to ensure that all matters are appropriately addressed, the 

questions asked within the request letter are reflected in the sub-headings 

below. 
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6. Between 13 December 2019 and approximately 2 January 2020, 1 exchanged 

several emails with Stephanie Hallaron to organise the arrangements for the 

professional meeting. Stephanie asked, on 13 December 2019, if I would be 

able to attend a professional meeting that had already been arranged for 17 

December 2019, and I provided my apologies, as I had an existing 

engagement. 
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11 .As described above, it was not the role of FCAMHS to complete a formal risk 

assessment, but to contribute to the understanding of risk with the professionals 

working directly with the young person. In AR's case, we initially received a 

referral which was triaged to ensure that it met the referral criteria for the 

service. 
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15. It was clear, on the 21 January 2020, that we were awaiting the outcome of 

other professional involvement, including the police, the criminal justice 

process, CAMHS, and the paediatric team. By the time of the meeting on 4 

March 2020, there were updates available on the nature of progress made by 

involved professionals. 

______•]t.) !i 1EI1iEI1 

1t ii. WA4. ii if IjsI.] 1u riUUr nn 

GMMH000014_0005 



•_L TI ii.ii.iiii.' « 1ils r• 

. . 

17. I can confirm that I have reviewed my handwritten notes; I believe all key points 

that may be of relevance to the Inquiry's terms of reference are included in the 

corresponding letters, see exhibits GMMH000006 and GMMH000007. 
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19. 1 considered that an assessment by FCAMHS was not indicated at that time as 

the professional consultations that had taken place had enabled a collective 

understanding of AR's needs and risks to be developed with agreed 

recommendations for local services to consider whilst an Autism assessment 

was progressed. An FCAMHS assessment would only be undertaken if an 

understanding of need and risk could not be established through the 

consultation process. 
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consultative process, and local services had recommendations, which they 

again if there was a significant change in need or risk presentation. 
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22.On reflection, there may be some value in FCAMHS remaining involved for an 
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23. From my contacts with the other agencies that were involved with AR and 

participated in the professionals' meetings my reflections are that all agencies 
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25.At the time of my involvement, FCAMHS did not complete autism assessments 

as this was not part of the service. 

26.As outlined above and having reflected, the only additional actions that could 

have been taken by me would have been to offer an extended consultation or 

undertake a forensic assessment which were not provided by FCAMHS at the 

time unless indicated. In AR's case these actions were not indicated at that 

time. 
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face to face assessment for all young people, would potentially be beneficial in 

clinical cases open to FCAMHS. From a personal perspective, I have no 

concerns with regards to courses that I attended during my career or the 

supervision that was available and as a result feel that I was adequately 

equipped with the skills, knowledge and support to undertake my role in 

FCAMHS. 
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28. 1 am not aware of relevant improvements made by my employer, due to being 

retired. 
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30. There are no other matters I would like to bring to the Inquiry's attention. 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its 

truth. 

Signature 
Signed:

Dated: 21st August 2025 
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