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Tuesday, 23 September 2025 

(10.00 am) 

DCI JASON PYE (continued) 

Questions from MR MOSS (continued) 

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Yes, Mr Moss.

MR MOSS:  Thank you, sir.

DCI Pye, before I resume my questioning, I think

overnight you were able to check one point in relation

to the packaging of the machete; is that right?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Do you want to just clarify that?

A. Yes, so in terms of the machete that was found in

storage, it was in the grey bag.  Yesterday, when we

were shown the photograph, there was some cardboard on

the table.  You asked me whether it had been in that

cardboard when found.  I can confirm that it was my

officers, when they went to recover it from storage,

wrapped it in that cardboard and brought it back in the

cardboard and then opened it from the cardboard, so it

would have been found in the grey bag.

Q. Thank you, so the grey packaging as found; the cardboard

we should ignore, that was what the officers carried it

in?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you very much, that is helpful.
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When we paused overnight, we had got to the stage in

the chronology where AR had chosen as the company to

approach for the purchase of a knife in June 2024, the

company Hunting and Knives, from whom it seems he had

been able successfully to get his hands on a machete.

Can we look please at your paragraph 58.  It is

MERP007551 at page 17.

You set out that it was Hunting and Knives, their

parent company, or part of a company, called Ageo

Wholesale and we will do this with them when they give

evidence.  This was, I think, a chef's knife, with

an approximately 8-inch blade that he attempted to

order; is that right?

A. That is right, yes.

Q. In terms of the details that he gave, a first name of

Samuel, so that was the driving licence that we dealt

with yesterday, I think.

A. That's correct, yes.

Q. A genuine driving licence, but obviously not his, of

a man who would have been in his 60s, born in 1961?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. The billing and shipping address, both the family home

at 10 Old School Close, in relation to this and we see,

if we go over the page to your paragraph 59, that it

seems that, on 11 July, having thought that he placed
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an order on 21 June, on 11 July, he chased it saying he

still hadn't received it; is that correct?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Then, moving the chronology on in relation to the

Hunting and Knives' attempted knife order, the company

replied on 12 July asking for the order number and, on

the same day, 12 July, AR replied giving the order

number; is that correct?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. From that, it is very obvious, but he had at least got

as far in the ordering process as to generate from

Hunting and Knives a specific order number?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Then, jumping on a little bit in your statement, you

very helpfully put everything in chronological order but

we need to jump forward two days to 15 July,

paragraph 66, on the next page.

Is it right that the culmination of this aspect of

his online ordering attempts was that, on 15 July, early

in the morning, Hunting and Knives emailed AR saying,

"Hello", and the name has been redacted because that is

the surname of Samuel: 

"... I am sorry to tell you that your order is

pending because you haven't paid yet."

Is that right?
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A. That is right, yes.

Q. Thank you.  We will take all of that up with

Mr Martinez, in terms of how far matters have actually

got exactly on that order.

But, just pausing there, in between your paragraphs

61 and 66 that deal with this -- I'm going to come onto

it obviously -- you deal with the facts that, in between

those two dates, 12 July and 15 July, AR had gone on to

make the Amazon order for the knife that was in fact

used in the attack?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. We will also come on to an incident that you have

already touched on in your evidence, on 22 July, in

relation to AR ordering a taxi for the Range School.

What was your assessment, as the SIO, of the

significance of the timing of these knife orders in July

and the fact that AR was trying to get a knife from two

different vendors?

A. We weren't actually certain because the conversation he

has with his dad on the 22nd was a conversation that

goes along the lines of people from the Range, his age,

would be leaving that day.  We are not sure whether he

was aware of that prior to that conversation and whether

he decided on that morning that he is going to go to the

Range or whether he had already decided prior to that he
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was going to the Range.  So we was unable to say for

certain whether he was ordering these knives for Hart or

whether it was because he already knew that the Range

was going but then the conversation with dad wouldn't

suggest that he had, on the 22nd.

Q. Thank you.  So would this be right, that you kept open

two possibilities, one is that these orders of knives in

July were just part of the proclivities, the pattern

that, by now, we have seen in your evidence, of AR

trying to get his hands on bladed weapons?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. But the second possibility would be that this was

already with a mind to an attack on the Range School?

A. Correct.

Q. Thank you.

Can I turn then please to the Amazon order, and we

start with your paragraph 62, so that is back on

page 18, please.  It was on the evening, I think, of

13 July that AR first placed an online order for

a single knife, was it, at the first attempt?

Paragraph 62, placed an order for a knife from

Amazon?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. This was an Apollo Chef Knife, 20 centimetres, about

8 inches and Cerbera was the manufacturer or the name on
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it?

A. That is right.

Q. Let's just look at the details of it.  AR gave his

details as his own name; is that right?

A. That is right.

Q. But the email address, the "megalania" one, is that one

that he had used previously when using the name "Alice"?

A. It is, yes.

Q. The IP address at that time was the IP address

associated with his home, wasn't it?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Thank you.

Then, in paragraph 63, you deal with the fact that

the history from the Lenovo tablet showed that, very

shortly afterwards, Amazon emailed AR telling him that

the order had been successfully cancelled?

A. That is correct.

Q. The "successfully" presumably indicating that he had

sought to cancel it?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.

But then less than a minute later, your

paragraph 64, still on 13 July, AR then made an online

order, is this right, for two knives from Amazon of

exactly the same make and brand as the one that he just
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cancelled?

A. He did, yes.

Q. He did so, you tell us in paragraph 64, in his own name.

Again, using the "megalania" email address?

A. Correct.

Q. But this time the IP address was different and was it

one that was associated with a VPN?

A. That is correct.  It was, yes.

Q. So, trying to disguise his location?

A. It would appear so, despite the delivery address being

his home address.

Q. Thank you.

This is an issue that we will pick up with Amazon

but was your investigation able to determine whether

there was an age verification system used by Amazon at

the point of purchase and, if so, how AR was able to

pass it?

A. We weren't, no.

Q. Thank you.

Sir, just for your note, we will come to evidence

from Amazon that suggests that there was a form of age

verification but that what AR was able to do was to use

his father's details, which then tallied with the

electoral roll, and that was sufficient, despite the

fact that he was buying it in his name -- entering his
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father's details was sufficient to pass the age

verification at the point of purchase.  But all of that,

I think, is something that you didn't go into, perhaps

there was no need to, for the purposes of the criminal

investigation?

A. No, we did request the information from Amazon.  We were

told by Amazon that they didn't have that information

and also, in terms of delivery, it had been delivered by

a third party called Condor.  When we spoke to Condor

they confirmed from the reference number that it would

be a delivery they had made but they didn't hold any

data either, so we were not able to progress it any

further.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  So Amazon said to you that they didn't

have the information that Mr Moss has just asked you

about?

A. Yes.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Thank you.

MR MOSS:  I think I do you a disservice: you asked those

questions but you got a blank?

A. Yes.

MR MOSS:  Again, that's something we can pick up with

Amazon.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Please.

MR MOSS:  Thank you.  Then paragraph 69, please -- perhaps
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we should pick it up at 68.  Again, the electronic

devices show that there was a delivery confirmation

email to AR, is that right, "Your package has been

delivered!", and that message was delivered at 5.41 in

the afternoon on the 15th.

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Thank you.  Were you able to establish anything about

the age verification process at the point of delivery?

A. No, we weren't, so as I just explained --

Q. That is the Condor request that you made?

A. It was, yes.

Q. Thank you.

You say in paragraph 69 that two Apollo knives,

therefore, had been delivered to AR's home at about that

time, and we can pick it up in doorbell footage and

matters of that kind.

But images of the knife associated with this order,

you say, were compared with an image of a knife

recovered from the Hart Space that appeared to have been

used in the attack and they appeared identical; is that

correct?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. If we turn to your paragraph 76, which we will remember

from yesterday is the very useful paragraph in your

statement where you bring together where items were
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found.  Can we look at (g), please.  You say there that

a 20-centimetre knife was: 

"... found wrapped in a duvet on the sofa in the

living room (where police were informed by AR's parents

that AR had been sleeping)."

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Would we be right in understanding that that knife

appears to have been the second of the two knives that

were ordered through Amazon?

A. That was our assessment, yes.

Q. The other one being that which was used in the attack?

A. Yes.

Q. I think you will be aware -- I don't need to bring it up

on screen but, sir, the reference is MERP001217 -- that

Dion R, AR's brother, during the investigation said that

on Monday, 29 July, at about 11.15, AR left the house:

"My mum told me she had found the wrappings of

a knife.  It said 'Chef's Knife' on the packet."

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Sticking with paragraph 76.  I think we see at (f) that

knife packaging was found in a carrier bag on the

landing?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Is it right that, as part of the investigation, that

packaging was found to have the fingerprints of AR's
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mother on it?

A. It did, yes.

Q. Would it be fair to say, though, that you are not able

to determine when the finger was applied to that

packaging, all you know is that the mother had touched

it?

A. That is correct.

Q. Sir, for obvious reasons, I don't intend to bring up

imagery of the knives but the imagery supporting the

questions I have just asked are in our disclosure,

MERP002936, but please don't bring it up on screen,

obviously.  Pages 16 to 17 and page 28 cover the knife

and the packaging.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  For 76(f), the Cerbera knife packaging,

you presumably weren't able to say which of the two

knives that packaging related to or could you say?

A. No, I wouldn't be able to say, sir.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Thank you.

MR MOSS:  Thank you.  If we just stick with 76 and look at

76(h), finally, in the question of knives.  You indicate

there that a 14-centimetre kitchen knife -- so

a different knife -- was found in the bathroom.  Do you

recall that being part of the things found in the --

A. Yes, I do recall that, yes.

Q. Can you help us any more in relation to that?  Was that
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a knife that could, in any sense, be attributed to AR or

did it appear to be a knife that perhaps was part of the

process of hiding knives from AR elsewhere in the house;

were you able to form a view on that?

A. No, we didn't form any view as to why that was in the

bathroom, other than it being an unusual place.

Q. Thank you.

So that brings us to the end, I think, of the

questioning that I had in relation to AR's online

purchases, both what is known physically about them and

from the digital media.

I want to come now to issues about the digital

devices and you will remember that yesterday you

assisted us with what the digital devices showed about

AR's online activity on the day and I now want to

explore what they show about his previous online

activity.

Can we pick that up, please, in paragraph 53 of your

statement.  To a large extent, we have covered much of

this ground but it is useful just to remind ourselves of

the two tablets.  So SMG/3, the older of the two --

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. -- and SMG/2, the newer one, that was purchased on

9 October 2023, according to a receipt that was found on

it?
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A. That was our assessment, yes.

Q. You indicate there that, once AR had SMG/2, that was the

main device that he used but he still used his older

tablet, to a lesser degree?

A. He did, yes.

Q. In terms of the recovery of those tablets, they were

both found in the home; is that right?

A. They was, yes.

Q. In general terms, was there any indication that other

family members used those tablets or did they just seem

to be AR's?

A. They appeared to be AR's from the forensic testing that

we did and from what the family told us.

Q. Thank you.  Turning then to SMG/2, the more recent of

the tablets, paragraph 70 on page 19, please.  So, you

provide a long list of pdf documents which were found to

have been on this tablet.  Can you help just with this:

were these document titles only that were available or

were some of these capable of having been recovered as

documents themselves?

A. Some of them was -- yes, there is a mixture of both.

Some of them were documents and some of them were

titles.

Q. Thank you.  Does that explain why in the disclosure we

have some of these full documents but others all that we
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have is the title?

A. That is right, yes.

Q. Thank you.  You indicate, by listing them, the general

nature of them, and I don't intend to read them all, but

would it be right to say that, in general terms, the

titles are suggestive of violence, an interest in

religion and conflict, an interest in Nazi Germany,

Chechnya, the Rwanda genocide, punishment dealt to slave

rebels, the Zulu war, the fight against Isis in Mosul

and things of that kind, as well as a book on ninja.

A. That is correct, a real mixture.

Q. We will come to a similar list with a few particular

documents that I want to draw out from the other tablet

in a moment.  But what conclusions did you draw overall,

what assessment overall did you draw about the type of

materials that appear to have been downloaded?

A. AR clearly had an interest in numerous wars, violence.

The family did say that he was interested in studying in

history but the majority of these were quite extreme in

the title or in the material that was found within them.

Q. Thank you.  So, within these materials, I think that it

is right to say that some would be of a form of academic

textbook?

A. That is right, yes.

Q. But even those academic textbooks tended to be dealing
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with war, conflict, matters of that kind?

A. Yes.

Q. And others were more extreme, obviously relating to

overt violence?

A. Correct.

Q. So that is the pdfs.

In your second statement, please, if we could look

at MERP008308, at paragraph 9.  It is on page 2.

At the Inquiry's request, you kindly further

reviewed, in addition to the download pdf list, jpeg and

other imagery that was retained on the device.  As you

will see from the screen -- but can we please not bring

it up on screen -- the list of this imagery in the

disclosure is MERP007518 but it is not material that's

fit to be shown in the hearing room.  Now, in relation

to this material, at our request, you have given a high

level summary of the type of material; is that right?

A. That is right, yes.

Q. The first that you indicate is slavery of women?

A. Correct.

Q. The second is anti-Islamic material?

A. Yes.

Q. In relation to the anti-Islamic material and insofar as,

after this attack, there may have been suggestions and

speculation about this attack being what might be
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described as an Islamist attack, is it right that the

anti-Islamic material on AR's device, first of all, was

quite voluminous: there was quite a lot of anti-Islamic

material?

A. That is correct, there was, yes.

Q. It is not appropriate for me to ask you about the detail

of them or not to go too far in relation to the detail,

but would it be right that some of that material

involved graphic cartoons of the kind that would be

grossly offensive to anybody of the Muslim faith?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Again, in relation to that kind of material, that wasn't

a one off because there were quite a number of images of

that kind?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Thirdly, you indicate that there was antisemitic

material?

A. Correct.

Q. And that there was extreme violence including torture?

A. That is correct, yes, there was.

Q. In relation to that, is it right that some of the

imagery appears to have related to historical acts of

torture?

A. Correct.

Q. But, again, without going into inappropriate detail,
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there was also some imagery of retribution inflicted in

more recent conflicts that seem to have been inflicted

as torture?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Then, bodies of the deceased following atrocities?

A. Yes.

Q. Included, I think, within that imagery was graphic

photographs of a kind that no mainstream media in the UK

would ever consider publishing?

A. That is correct.

Q. Nazi-era imagery, including images of those killed by

the Nazis; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And I think one image of the Twin Towers?

A. Yes.

Q. The volume of that material, would this be right, is

such that it cannot be consistent with a young man who

had come across a wholly inappropriate image during the

course of other searches by accident?

A. No, I think that document alone was 247 pages.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  247?

A. 247.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Overall or --

A. The overall length of the document, yes.

MR MOSS:  Thank you.
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If we go back to your first statement then, please,

and if we can turn to paragraph 71.  That's at page 20.

So MERP007551, paragraph 71.

I think broadly similarly to the newer device, this

older device -- we are looking now at SMG/3 -- also had

a list of pdfs that AR had downloaded; is that correct?

A. Yes, again similar to the other one, some that are pdfs

and some that are just titles.

Q. Thank you.  One aspect in relation to this, if I just

read the first one, so (a): 

"Dionex ... Accelerated Solvent Extractor Operators

Manual."

Then:

"Vibrogel Seismic Extra Gelatin Nitroglycerin

Dynamite.

"Future Warfare Series 59 -- Assessing the Influence

of Hypersonic Weapons on Deterrence.

"d.  Electronic Detonators -- Digishot."

Again, some aspects relating to warfare and weaponry

but, of note within this list, is a number of documents

relating to explosives and detonators?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. If we go over the page and just look at (k) on the list,

relevant to matters we will be exploring in terms of

AR's mental health treatment, he had access to a pdf
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entitled:

"Adolescents' Peer Friendship and Anxiety and

Depression among First Generation Immigrant BAME

Families in the UK."

Is that right?

A. That is right.

Q. Similarly, if we go down towards the bottom of the page,

one of the documents was at (gg):

"A Qualitative Study Exploring Adolescents'

Experiences of Peer Relationships in an Inpatient CAMHS

Setting."

A. That's correct, yes.

Q. So some exploration of mental health treatment of young

people?

A. Correct, yes.

Q. I'm going to come onto one particular document within

this list but does it otherwise demonstrate the same

sort of preoccupations and interests as we looked at in

relation to the more recent tablet, so warfare,

weaponry, some academic texts, but other aspects being

more concerning and extreme?

A. It does, yes.

Q. In this case, Mau Mau insurgency, the Chechen wars, Hutu

insurgency in Rwanda would be examples?

A. Yes.
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Q. If we look at 71(z), we see of perhaps particular note

that AR, even on his older device, had access to

a document entitled, "Manslaughter by Reason of

Diminished Responsibility", and that's one that you say

particularly was actually deleted, so we only know the

title?

A. That is correct, although we were able to get the data

when that had been accessed.

Q. You weren't --

A. We were --

Q. The date of that --

A. July 20 -- the exact date was 17 July 2023.

Q. Thank you.  Then if we turn over the page, please, to

paragraph 72, also of significance in relation to SMG/3,

the older tablet, was this I think was the device where

your investigation found that AR had downloaded what you

describe here, giving it the title, "Military Studies in

the Jihad Against the Tyrants: The Al-Qaeda Training

Manual".

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. As you have set out and as was dealt with in the

sentencing of AR, for having possession of this

document, that was a document that he had downloaded

twice: the first time on 30 August 2021; and the second

time on 4 September 2021?
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A. That is correct, yes.

Q. You explain that it is a lengthy document, 190 pages.

Is it right to say that the document itself is a form of

academic article but the danger of it is that it

contains the totality of the text of the manual?

A. It is a research document.  There was some redaction

within it.  It wasn't the complete -- but the redaction

was quite limited.

Q. But within the material from the manual, in the research

article, as you have set out, was a lesson on tactical

operations.  In broad terms, don't go into inappropriate

detail, but in broad terms can you remember what that

dealt with?

A. It encompassed what was in (b) as well, which was the

use of poisons and cold steel.

Q. Yes.  So in terms of the illicit nature of that

material, did it give guidance both on the use of

poisons and on the use of knives and stabbing?

A. It did, yes.

Q. That was the material, as I have touched upon, that led

to the conviction for an offence under section 58 of

TACT for AR?

A. It did, yes, it featured quite heavily in our criminal

investigation.

Q. Thank you.  I think you can confirm that, even on SMG/3,
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the older of the tablets, that tablet showed use of

quite a number of different virtual private networks?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. I want to turn back briefly to the laptop next, which

I asked you about in the context of the activity of the

day, if you remember, in deleting his browser history.

That's paragraph 87, please, on page 26 of your

statement.  I think your investigation found that

located in the living room; is that right?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. Again, in relation to this laptop, what was the

assessment of your investigation as to the user of this

laptop: was it AR alone or was it shared with the

family, so far as you could tell?

A. No, we believe AR alone had been using it.

Q. We dealt with the deletion of the browser history and

the difficulties that that created, I asked you about

that yesterday, and that, although steps were taken to

recover what could be recovered, that material wasn't

very helpful.  I think of the material that was found on

that, you can just confirm that there were stock images

of knives, hammers, black-coloured rucksacks, appearing

to date from around October 2020, I think, found on that

device?

A. That is right, yes.
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Q. Sir, in relation to that, there are two references which

we don't need to bring up, the first is CTPNW000033, and

MERP007676, which these Core Participants have in their

disclosure.

Turning away from the specific devices, is it right

to say that, when you look across all of the devices

that were seized, first of all, I think some of them

couldn't be accessed and got into?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Can you help the Inquiry to understand the extent to

which, as investigators, you felt that you were able to

get the complete picture of AR's online activity or

whether it was more limited?  How much of his online

activity do you think you were able to uncover?

A. The majority of it was from SMG/2 and SMG/3.  In terms

of the laptop, there was an awful lot of data within the

laptop.  We did limit the actual search that we did of

the laptop from 15 July through to 29 July.  However, we

did do some keyword searches and we also looked at every

piece of multimedia.  But in terms of what we had from

those three devices, there was enough to get a good

understanding of what his internet history had been

like.

Q. Thank you.  So far as the early period is concerned,

when AR was younger, we have seen activity and I will
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come onto the timing in a moment, but we have seen --

I'm going to look at one particular early example -- but

we have seen concerning activity from the summer of 2021

onwards. To what extent did you have sight of his early

online activity from before that sort of time?

A. There was a couple of USB sticks that we were able to

obtain that contained some older material, but that

would appear to be more educational than what it was,

sort of more graphic as we found in his internet

searches.  It was limited as to what we found before the

Al-Qaeda download on SMG/3 in August 2021.

Q. Thank you.  Just to pick up on one detail, could we have

on the screen, please, MERP000474.  This is a record of

the examination of a hard drive, JLC5, which was seized

on 13 August from AR's bedroom and, as we see here in

the extraction summary, "Hard drive recovered from 10

Old School Close", in the bedroom that was AR's and

shows documents, graphics, videos, audio.  If we can

just go over the page, please.  I think we can see in

relation to 10 June -- could that just be expanded

a little -- that this was a Word document in which AR

was looking at the chemicals needed for nitrocellulose

and dealing, towards the bottom of the page, with

affixing a blasting cap to a test tube, putting it

together with duct tape and matters of that kind, acid
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used to make it and the chemicals needed.

So that appears to be a deliberately made Word

document by AR in relation to explosives, as early as

June 2021; would you agree?

A. Yes, we assessed them as three self-generated documents.

Q. Self-generated documents?

A. Yes, created by someone.

Q. Created by somebody?

A. Yes.

Q. So not necessarily written but, as a Word document,

nevertheless on his hard drive?

A. Yes.

Q. Was that, in fact, in terms of documents that you could

date and say specifically "That is an AR-related

document which we can ascribe to a date", is that the

earliest specific document that you could date of

material of concern?

A. I wouldn't be able to comment on the actual date of it.

Q. But, in any event, this, I think, being June 2021, is

slightly before the Al-Qaeda material?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  Just in terms of putting this in context of

some evidence that we will hear later in the Inquiry,

I think you will be aware in general terms that the last

of the Prevent referrals was closed on 10 May 2021?
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A. Yes.

Q. So the specific materials that I have been taking you

to, with dates attached and the purchases, I think did

start thereafter, insofar as the investigation was able

to find them?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Was your investigation aware in general terms, however,

that there were concerns, even before that time, as to

what AR had been looking at online, at least in his

schools?

A. Yes.  I was aware very, very early on within the

investigation.

Q. That, in itself, as we will hear, formed part of the

Prevent referrals?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.

I want to come next, please, moving away from the

digital material, to the events of 22 July.  You start

this in paragraph 100 of your statement, please.  So

back in MERP007551 at page 29.

You helpfully remind us of the context for this.  So

2019, AR was excluded from the Range High School and he

then, in December 2019 went back to that school, having

been excluded from it, and assaulted a pupil.

Then moving forward to July 2024.  You have
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indicated that the Range School broke up, just gone

midday, so a half school day, on 22 July; is that right?

A. That is right, yes.

Q. I think your investigation included dealing with the

teaching staff there who made you aware that the

breaking up day was publicly available from the school?

A. He did, yes.

Q. Then paragraph 102 from your investigation and your

dealings with One Call Taxis, you were able to find

that, first of all, there was a call to the automated

booking system on 22 July from AR's mobile phone, is

that right, on that day?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. Over the page.  There was first, I think, a failed call

at 12.20?

A. Yes.

Q. Then paragraph 104, a further call from the number

associated with the Nokia phone.  The automated system

that we have heard about from you in relation to the

attack on the 29th, and the caller, AR, when asked his

name says "Er ... Simon".

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. That brings us back, doesn't it, to when he used the

same system on the 29th, recognising him and thinking

that it was someone called Simon?
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A. Correct.  We covered that yesterday.

Q. When then asked for the pick-up location, AR gave his

home address but his destination he stated was Range

High School in Formby?

A. Yes.

Q. You obtained evidence from Mr Evanson of One Call Taxis?

A. Yes.

Q. He co-operated with your inquiry?

A. He did, yes.  Our attention was brought to that from the

Nokia phone, which we recovered from the scene, so we

had that information by the Tuesday when we spoke to the

taxi driver.

Q. Thank you.  You set out the essence of what Evanson told

you about the 22nd in your paragraph 106, so just

dealing with that.  He recalls arriving there at about

12.30 but you were able to establish from the Ring

doorbell footage that it was a bit later, at 12.45?

A. Yes.

Q. "A boy came out of the house ..."

We can safely assume it is AR, so AR came out of the

house, "hood up ... Covid-style mask on", similar to the

29th?

A. Yes.

Q. Got into the rear of the taxi and, in addition to having

stated on the automated system "Range High School", no
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doubt about it because he repeated it to Mr Evanson, the

taxi driver?

A. Correct.

Q. As the driver is about to set-off, I think he told your

investigation that a man came running out of the house

and I don't think there's going to be any dispute that

that was Alphonse R, AR's father?

A. That is correct and that was captured on the Ring

doorbell.

Q. Thank you.  As the taxi driver explained it to your

investigation, is this right, AR's father was pleading

with the taxi driver "Don't take him, don't take him",

and AR was saying in response, "I'm 18, I wanna go, take

me".

A. Yes.

Q. An argument was going on.  Was that an argument between

AR and his father?

A. It was, yes, but it appeared to be almost through the

taxi driver.

Q. Thank you.  The taxi driver didn't want to get in the

middle of a domestic and so told AR that he would not be

able to take him, and you summarise that the taxi driver

described AR as calm and stated that he got out of the

taxi without an issue when he, the taxi driver, had

asked him to do so?
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A. Yes.

Q. The visual imagery of all of this, I think you can

confirm, is captured on Ring doorbell footage?

A. It is, yes.

Q. The taxi driver then raised that he had had to travel

out from Southport to do the pick up and AR's father

gave the taxi driver £5 to seek to cover that; is that

right?

A. Correct.

Q. Then at 107, you detail that Alphonse R, AR's father,

explained about this day during the course of your

investigation at 108, so dealing now with Alphonse R's

account of this.  AR had been at home with Alphonse, and

Alphonse -- he explains that AR was wearing the green

hoodie, so I think exactly the same clothing, I think,

as the 29th, in terms of the hoodie?

A. Yes.

Q. He -- AR that is -- asked his father when the Range

School broke up for the summer, and Alphonse looked on

his phone and saw that it was the last day of term that

day.  Alphonse made a comment to the effect of, "They'll

all be going off to university now", to which AR replied

with words to the effect of, "Well, I won't be, will I?"

Is that right?

A. That is correct.  And it's that line as to why, when you
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asked me about the knives on the 15th, that would

suggest that AR wasn't aware that morning that it was

finishing until he asked his father.

Q. Thank you.  So that may suggest that the knives had been

bought as part of a general proclivity, rather than as

a part of a targeted attack on the Range?

A. Correct.

Q. Unless this was a form of false naivety on AR's part and

he was just getting confirmation?

A. Correct, that is right, as well, yeah.

Q. Then paragraph 109, still recounting Alphonse R's

account.  At some stage after midday, his father said

that he realised that AR had called a taxi -- you say

that he didn't state how he realised that and that's

something we will pick up with him -- if he knew that AR

was planning to go to the Range High School, you comment

that his father didn't state how he realised that, and

that Alphonse R stated that he called the taxi company

but they would not confirm whether a taxi had been

booked to his address or not?

A. That is right.

Q. That's something we will pick up in evidence with One

Call Taxis later this week.  Then the taxi, as

Mr Evanson as we now know it was, arrived and AR's

father recounts he got in the back with his rucksack,
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and Alphonse R, I think, told your investigation what's

visible in the footage, that he went out and, consistent

with what the taxi driver said, pleaded with the taxi

driver not to take AR, with the taxi driver eventually

agreeing and AR being told to get out of the taxi?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. In terms of what happened thereafter -- so they are both

out on the street at that stage, the taxi driver is

being paid off -- what then happened?

A. AR got out of the taxi, he went back into the house,

shut the door and Alphonse stayed outside.

Q. Did Alphonse stay outside for some considerable time?

A. Did he what?

Q. Stay outside for some considerable time?

A. He did, he contacted AR's mother, who came home from

work and I believe they stayed outside until a time that

the mother would have returned and they went back into

the house as if nothing had happened.

Q. Thank you.

Sir, the videos in relation to this are available --

but please don't bring them up on screen -- but they are

available for you, sir, at MERP006461 through to

MERP006468.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Thank you.

MR MOSS:  But because they show AR in the hoodie, and so on,
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we are not going to play them.

If we go to your paragraph 114 -- 113 perhaps we

should pick it up at first, bottom of the page, 31 --

what did your investigation conclude then as to the

events of the 22nd and the apparent intention of AR?

A. We believe, when you take all the information into

consideration, the fact that he had previously been at

that school, there had been a bully at that school he

had had issues with, he had previously been to the

school with a knife in a bag and attacked a pupil there,

the conversation he had that day with his father, the

fact that he had a rucksack, we believe he was

potentially going back to that school to attack

somebody.

Q. In relation to AR's father, is it right that AR's father

suspected that AR had a weapon on him that day?

A. That's what he explained to us, yes.

Q. I think your investigation didn't find any evidence that

Alphonse R had called the police --

A. He didn't, no.

Q. -- or later informed the police about this, other than

during the investigation?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. Nor did Alphonse R claim to you, when he spoke to you in

the investigation or to your team in the investigation,
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he didn't make any claim that he had reported this?

A. No.

Q. Thank you.

In that context then, if we turn to paragraph 115 of

your statement, you indicate, in terms of the knowledge

of AR's family, that that was something that your

investigation considered, whether and to what extent

AR's immediate family were aware of items of concern and

whether they shared AR's mindset and proclivities

towards violence and the use of weapons.

You explain in paragraph 116, would this be right,

that, in general terms, AR's parents did have some

knowledge of his possession of bladed items?

A. Yes.

Q. They told you that and Alphonse R had described to your

investigators incidents where AR took a knife into

school for about a week.  I think that tallies with the

Childline incident?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. And another incident where he went to school with

a knife taken from the family's kitchen, which, as you

say in your paragraph 116, tallies with the December

2019 Range School attack?

A. Yes.

Q. He also described to investigators in your team
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an occasion when a parcel was delivered to the family

home, he was asked to sign for it because it contained

knives, and he told your investigators that he signed

for it but did not give the parcel to AR.  That broadly

tallies with the find on the top of the wardrobe in the

parent's bedroom; would you agree?

A. That is correct, with a knife and sharpening stone.

Q. With the possible exception that the item might more

normally be described as a machete, rather than a knife?

A. That's right, yes.

Q. In addition to that, I think, Alphonse R did explain to

your investigators that on the same day, 22 July, as the

taxi booked to the Range School, that it was on that day

that, what I think he would suggest was a rare

occurrence, when he was able to get into AR's room, and

Alphonse R saw a number of items on that occasion,

including the containers, for example, that were later

found to contain ricin.  Do you recall that?

A. Yes.  He admitted that he had touched the alcohol that

was in his room at that point, on which his fingerprint

was also found on the alcohol bottle.

Q. They knew about the events on 22 July because Alphonse R

had been outside with the taxi driver and I think you

were able to establish that there was then communication

between him and his wife about that on the 22nd?
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A. Yes.

Q. In addition to that, as you dealt with in your

paragraph 117, as we will come to in later evidence, the

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, CAMHS, had

advised AR's parents to remove knives from the address

or secure them?

A. That is right, there were numerous references within the

third-party material.

Q. So all of that, and there's more as well, gives rise to

issues that this Inquiry will explore about the extent

of AR's parents' knowledge and the adequacy of steps

that they took in response.  But did you, in the

investigation, find any evidence at all that AR's

parents, in any form, sympathised with violent attacks

or had that mindset?

A. We didn't, no.  It is fair to say they must have known

of the weapons but we didn't find anything to suggest at

all that they sympathised with him.

Q. In terms of online activity, AR's fascination and

interest in torture, extreme violence, Nazi Germany,

matters of that kind, did you find any evidence across

the family devices, because obviously lots of items were

seized, did you find any evidence at all that AR's

parents shared an interest in extreme violence, matters

of that kind?
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A. We didn't.  We obtained hundreds of thousands of

messages, more or less from the mother's phone, but

there was nothing to suggest that they shared that level

of violence at all.

Q. Thank you.

Now, the upshot, of course, of the investigation was

the convictions of AR, of which the Chair is, by now,

extremely familiar and I don't need to go on to deal

with in detail.

But I want to just ask you a few more questions

about AR's ideology and his motivation.

When seen as a whole, did you find evidence that

AR's actions were motivated by any ideological cause,

whether political or religious or racial?

A. We didn't and that was under constant review, as well,

from the head of the counter-terrorism police, who

actually made that decision.  It was not us who would

make that decision, it would be them and we didn't find

anything.  As you pointed out, there was quite a lot of

anti-Islamic material as well.

Q. Thank you.  So although we know of AR's conviction of

a terrorism offence because he possessed the research

paper with the Al-Qaeda material in it, would it be fair

to say that, seen as a whole, that there was no evidence

that AR subscribed to an extreme form of Islam or indeed
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Islam at all?

A. There wasn't and that was something that we kept very

open minded about all the way through the investigation.

Q. As I have asked you about and you touched on a moment

ago, yes, an image of the Twin Towers but, looked at in

the round, more anti-Islamic material than anything

specifically agreeing with an Islamist agenda?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. There is quite a lot of detail that sits behind this,

I think, which we don't need to go into but if your

investigation as it proceeded had found significant

evidence of a religious, racial or political ideology,

suggesting a terrorist motivation, would it be right

that primacy for the investigation would likely have

passed to the counter-terrorism police?

A. Yes, normally but, after the first couple of weeks,

there was a conversation as to whether it would probably

go to a counter-terrorism SIO but probably would have

remained with the investigation team because of the size

of the investigation.

Q. I think Counter Terrorism Policing -- and we will hear

evidence about this -- assisted and were involved and

helped analyse the material.  Should we understand that,

throughout the investigation, that the pattern that

developed was: this was a young man who had
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a fascination with violence and inappropriate material

but not somebody who was motivated by any particular

religion, racial hatred or matters of that kind?

A. That is correct, and I must say I'm grateful to Counter

Terrorism Policing for the support that they gave us all

the way through.  It did allow us to expedite some of

the inquiries that we did.

MR MOSS:  Thank you.

DCI Pye, thank you very much for the evidence you

have given, you have given a very lengthy and helpful

statement and evidence over a long period of time.

I should just give you the opportunity if there are any

matters that I haven't covered that you think it may be

important for this Inquiry to hear?

A. If I could, and you wouldn't mind just maybe the extent

of the investigation.

Obviously it was quite over a lengthy period, would

that be okay?

Q. Yes, of course?

A. So it totalled -- I had responsibility for over 80

officers.  We -- 37 of those was used to support the

families, and that was all 29 victims that we had

identified, and if I can I would just like to say I'm

grateful for the support that we received from some of

our neighbouring forces, mutual aid and family liaison
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officers as well, which spoke to 547 witnesses; made 78

safeguarding referrals; 405 statements were taken, of

which 17 of them were Achieving Best Evidence videos; 80

lots of CCTV; as I have just alluded to, there was

159,000 messages that we had to go through, the majority

of them were Rwandan; 164,000 documents reviewed --

Q. Just a little slower, our stenographer does need to take

a note.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  You are going a little bit too fast,

DCI Pye.

A. Sorry.

MR MOSS:  It is all highly relevant and highly pertinent but

our stenographer has to take a note.

A. Sorry.  Should I go back?

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  No, it is okay.

A. Finally, there was 1,244 exhibits, so an awful lot, and

I would like to say thank you to the mutual aid that we

received to assist Merseyside Police.  That's it, thank

you.

MR MOSS:  Thank you.  

I'm just going to check in the position I had

overnight.  I don't think there are likely to be any

questions.  There were two Core Participants who asked

for permission but it may be that I have covered the

ground.  There doesn't seem to be any questions.
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SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Thank you.

Detective Chief Inspector, it tends to be forgotten

that these events can take a toll even on experienced

investigating officers.  You have needed to liaise with

a significant number of extremely distressed individuals

and to understand the fine detail of this deeply

disturbing event.

This included the need to gain a real understanding

of the precise sequence of events by viewing over and

over again some truly upsetting CCTV clips.  You had to

delve, as you have told us this morning, insofar as one

is able, into AR's depraved motivation and the horrors

that he was researching on the internet.

There is not the slightest suggestion that you did

all of that to anything less than the highest

professional standards, and you have my thanks on behalf

of the public for your highly effective contribution and

those of your brother and sister officers to the

criminal investigation and to this Inquiry.

So you leave the witness box with my thanks.

A. Thank you.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  You can withdraw now.  Thank you very

much.

MR MOSS:  Sir, I wonder if we might take a break?

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Certainly.
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MR MOSS:  We will deal, after the break, if we may, with the

summary of Professor Lyon's evidence but that will take

some time for me to present.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Certainly.  I will sit again at

11.30 am.

(11.10 am) 

(A short break) 

(11.30 am) 

Statement of PROFESSOR RICHARD LYON (read) 

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Yes, Mr Moss.

MR MOSS:  Thank you, sir.

This is a summary of the most relevant content of

the expert medical report of Professor Richard Lyon,

Consultant in Emergency Medicine and Pre-hospital Care,

regarding the death of Alice da Silva Aguiar and the

survivability of her injuries.  The full report

(PFL000001) has been circulated to the Core

Participants.  It rightly contains comprehensive

clinical information regarding Alice's injuries, the

full details of which are distressing for her family.

In light of the fact that Professor Lyon's conclusions

are not being challenged in this Inquiry by any Core

Participant, this summary seeks to put into the public

domain the material parts of Professor Lyon's report

without the full clinical details that would be most
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distressing.

Professor Lyon has outlined in his report the

materials made available to him by the Inquiry

comprising, in outline:

(a) North West Ambulance Service's patient records,

debriefs, logbooks, relevant 999 calls and clinical

review;

(b) Alder Hey Hospital treatment records and

clinical report;

(c) Southport and Formby District General Hospital

patient treatment records;

(d) Coroner's records;

(e) Statements provided to Merseyside Police by

relevant members of the public, attending police

officers, North West Ambulance Service clinicians, Alder

Hey Hospital clinicians and Southport and Formby

District General Hospital clinicians;

(f) Merseyside Police logs and CCTV schedules;

(g) The Body Worn Video Footage of attending police

officers;

(h) Further witness statements provided to the

Inquiry regarding Alice's treatment, comprising: 9 North

West Ambulance Service statements; 9 statements of Alder

Hey Hospital clinicians; 1 statement from a Southport

and Formby District General Hospital clinician; and
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1 further statement from a Merseyside Police Officer;

(i) A dramatis, timeline, schedule of Rule 9

requests and a summary of Helicopter Emergency Medical

Services (HEMS) information provided by the Inquiry.

Professor Lyon sets out a summary of his CV, which

in the published version will be annexed to the summary

that I'm reading.

Professor Lyon sets out a detailed timeline

regarding Alice's treatment from the evidence he has

reviewed.  Without repeating that entire chronology, the

core timings and sequence are as follows:

(a) The CCTV shows Alice running out of the Hart

Space at 11.46.28.

(b) She ran to the white BMW in the carpark and

ended up lying on the far side of the BMW.

(c) Alice was picked up from near the BMW by Joel

Verite and carried towards 34 Hart Street.  Professor

Lyon considers that Alice appeared unconscious when

carried by him.  Outside 34 Hart Street, Alice was

assisted there by Marcin Tyjon and by Andrew Batchelor

who was relaying information on a 999 call.

(d) The first North West Ambulance Service (NWAS)

crew were next to Alice at 11.59.02.

(e) Still at the scene,

(i) Firstly, Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation was
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started by NWAS clinicians and Alice's airway was

secured with an i-gel airway.  A Merseyside Police

officer assisted by performing CPR under NWAS direction.

(ii) Secondly, Alice had chest seals applied,

intraosseous access was obtained with appropriate

medications administered, bilateral needle chest

decompressions were performed, and these were upgraded

by an advanced paramedic to bilateral thoracostomies.

(f) The decision made to take Alice by road

ambulance to Southport and Formby District General

Hospital because this was the nearest Emergency

Department.

(g) The ambulance left with Alice at 12.33.  She had

a single defibrillator shock administered whilst en

route to hospital when her cardiac rhythm had briefly

changed from pulseless electrical activity (PEA) to

ventricular fibrillation (VF).

(h) Alice arrived at Southport and Formby District

General Hospital at 12.41 and was in the resuscitation

room by 12.43.20.

(i) The decision was made to send a paediatric

surgical team from Alder Hey to Southport and Formby

District General Hospital who took part in further

surgical intervention.

(j) Alice was later transferred from Southport
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hospital to Alder Hey Hospital arriving at 21.20 in the

Emergency Department, and after further testing she was

admitted to Paediatric Intensive Care.

(k) Alice suffered further cardiac arrest and was

pronounced life extinct at 01.20 on 30 July 2024.

In his opinion section, Professor Lyon has provided

the following expert opinion:

(a) Alice sustained critical internal injuries as

a result of being stabbed.  Alice was bleeding

internally into her chest from several different sites.

The type of bleeding this caused was slower than

arterial bleeding, which is why -- for a short period of

time -- Alice was able to run from the scene, before

collapsing from critical blood loss.  Alice would have

quickly collapsed and lost consciousness, and then gone

into cardiac arrest.  The cardiac arrest most likely

occurred when Alice was still at the BMW.

(b) It would not have been possible to prevent Alice

suffering a cardiac arrest at the scene.

(c) Once Alice had suffered the cardiac arrest, her

probability of meaningful survival would have been less

than 2 per cent.

(d) Alice would have suffered irreversible brain

injury from lack of oxygen to the brain due to the

period for which she was in cardiac arrest.
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(e) The lack of heart movement on the ultrasound

scan taken at Southport Hospital implied a virtually

zero chance of survival.

(f) The only theoretical possibility where Alice

could have survived from her inflicted injuries would

have been for her to receive a blood transfusion before

she went into cardiac arrest.  A blood transfusion would

have needed to have been initiated, with a sufficient

volume of blood products immediately available on scene

to maintain her circulating blood volume, until Alice

could undergo emergency thoracic surgery.  But given the

context of this incident, and the timing and location of

Alice's cardiac arrest, and the available emergency

medical resources, it would not have been possible for

Alice to survive her injuries.

(g) The immediate lay bystander response that Alice

received was commendable but there was nothing that the

bystanders could have done to prevent Alice from going

into cardiac arrest at the scene.

(h) Alice received rapid care, with both Merseyside

Police and NWAS being on scene within a small number of

minutes.  Given the complexity of this incident,

consideration being needed for responder and scene

safety and the multiple patients involved, this response

timeframe was commendable.  The delay in attending other
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patients was minimal, a paramedic attending to Alice

would not have been able to prevent her deteriorating

into traumatic cardiac arrest if she was not already in

cardiac arrest.

(i) While the overall ambulance dispatch and

management processes of NWAS would be a matter for

an expert in ambulance operational command and

management, Professor Lyon considers the NWAS system to

have been entirely appropriate.

(j) Given the nature of this incident, NWAS

paramedics should be commended for performing a dynamic

risk assessment and attending the scene without any

significant delay or holding at a rendezvous point.

Professor Lyon considers that Alice received rapid

medical care from NWAS and that there was minimal, if

any, delay in Alice receiving emergency medical care in

the context of this type of incident.

(k) The bystanders correctly attempted to control

Alice's external bleeding.  The paramedics who attended

to Alice correctly followed the standard European

Resuscitation Council guidance and provided rapid,

high-quality care.

(l) As regards triaging decisions, the first

paramedic on scene performed the correct actions of

undertaking a dynamic risk assessment, proceeding to the
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location where patients were present and followed the

standard approach to a scene where multiple casualties

are present by assessing the entire scene to assess the

overall scale of the incident, prior to triaging and

treating individual patients.  While Mr Tyjon observed

that other patients received care prior to Alice, in the

context of a major incident, particularly with the

complexity that would have been present with multiple

stabbed children, where the triage process had not yet

been completed for all patients, this short delay was

negligible and had no impact on Alice's outcome.

A particular challenge of complex and major incidents

where multiple patients are triaged as "P1 -- priority

1", is which P1 patients to attend to first until the

incident is fully resourced with ambulance responders.

The first paramedic to attend to Alice was having to

assess her and another patient who was lying next to

Alice, who was also critically injured.

(m) The timeline and sequence of paramedic treatment

given to Alice at the scene was entirely appropriate.

The pre-hospital care that Alice received was of high

quality and was entirely adequate and appropriate.

(n) If a HEMS team had been present prior to Alice

departing for hospital, there would have been

consideration given to performing a pre-hospital
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resuscitative thoracotomy.  They may have not have

conducted that procedure because of the other casualties

and the duration of Alice's cardiac arrest and, in

Professor Lyon's view, even if conducted at the scene,

the procedure would not have changed the outcome because

of the nature of Alice's injuries and the duration of

her cardiac arrest.  Similarly, even if Alice had been

provided with blood/blood products by the first HEMS

resources on the scene, this would not have changed her

outcome.

(o) Alice received high-quality care during

ambulance transfer to Southport Hospital and during her

time in the Emergency Department at Southport and Formby

District General Hospital.  It was entirely appropriate

to take Alice to the nearest trauma unit hospital, which

was Southport and Formby District General Hospital, by

road ambulance, rather than to Alder Hey Hospital in

Liverpool.  It would not have been appropriate to

transfer Alice by air, in an air ambulance helicopter,

whilst she was in cardiac arrest.  It is not possible to

perform high-quality CPR in the back of a helicopter.

(p) Alice was the first patient to leave the scene.

The time from incident start to Alice leaving scene was

46 minutes.  This timeframe is acceptable and to be

expected in the context of a complex multi-patient
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incident.

(q) As to Alice's care at Southport and Formby

District General Hospital, there was no delay in

recognising Alice's condition, appropriate tests and

assessments were carried out and all necessary

equipment, medications and products were available to

treat Alice.

(r) The decision later to transfer Alice to Alder

Hey was entirely reasonable.  Earlier transfer to Alder

Hey would not have changed the outcome.  Alice was too

unstable for transfer prior to undergoing damage control

surgery at Southport.

(s) Professor Lyon could find no significant issues

or delays in Alice's care at Alder Hey Hospital.

Professor Lyon agrees with the statement of one of the

Alder Hey clinicians that Alice deteriorated despite

maximum treatment in the intensive care setting and by

then her condition was such that there was no hope of

recovery.

Professor Lyon has commented that it should be

remembered that an incident involving multiple children

with severe penetrating injuries is a very rare

occurrence, likely to be a once-in-a-career event for

many of the clinicians involved.  The emotional burden

of such an event is also extreme.  In his opinion, given
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this context, Alice received exemplary care that may not

have been possible in other parts of the United Kingdom.

Alice had less than 2 per cent chance of survival of her

injuries at the scene, with her subsequent assessment in

A&E suggesting a 100 per cent mortality rate.

Commenting on the view of one treating clinician, who

had not considered the pre-hospital or Emergency

Department events in detail, as Professor Lyon has done,

Professor Lyon's opinion is that earlier damage control

surgery would not have changed the outcome and Alice's

injuries were non-survivable from the outset.

Sir, Professor Lyon was asked to comment on future

lessons.  Whilst there are no specific lessons

identified by him from Alice's treatment, he has

highlighted a few more general areas in terms of

preventing future fatalities in similar incidents:

First, gaining situational awareness of a complex

scene when multiple 999 calls are received from the

public.

Next, use of chest seals and blood control kits by

lay responders.  The use of lay person bleed control

kits could be more widely adopted.  The use of chest

seals in these kits could also be considered in future.

There will always be a challenge in the location of

these kits and making enough immediately accessible.
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Whilst efforts are underway to place such kits in high

risk locations for penetrating injuries (for example in

pubs and nightclubs), it would be highly unusual to have

such a kit located in a building such as the Hart Space.

Next, lack of urgency, delay or reluctance to

declare a major incident.

Next, early tasking of HEMS and consultant-level

pre-hospital emergency medicine responders to scene to

aid in clinical decision-making and also bring enhanced

care, including critical interventions, such as

thoracotomy, to scene as early as possible.

Next, ensuring intra-operability and communication

between police and ambulance service and early use of

the M/ETHANE reporting system.

Ensuring rapid and effective role allocation at

scene.

Finally, making blood products available early at

scene.  This would be especially important for incidents

occurring in remote or rural locations, necessitating

prolonged ambulance transport times to hospital.

Professor Lyon concludes his report by paying

tribute to the efforts made by bystanders, NWAS crews,

and the Southport and Alder Hey hospital teams, in what

he describes as their outstanding response to this

terrible incident, and for the commendable attempt to
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give Alice the best possible chance of survival, despite

her catastrophic injuries.

Sir, this summary was prepared by me but has been

agreed by all of the directly affected Core Participants

and personally by Professor Lyon.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Thank you very much indeed, Mr Moss.

I think that is as far as we can take it today; is

that right?

MR MOSS:  I'm afraid that is the case.  Obviously, it was

very difficult to predict the timings for DCI Pye's

evidence.

So, sir, with your permission, we will resume at

10.00 tomorrow for the evidence of Mr Hughes and

Mr Ainsworth, and it is likely to be a full day.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Yes.  Just by way of reassurance, with

DCI Pye, given the huge extent of the ground that he

needed to cover, it was extremely difficult to work out

in advance how long he would be in addressing each of

those areas and for future days and future witnesses, we

are, on the whole, able to make a better prediction as

to how long each witness is going to last so that time

isn't wasted.

MR MOSS:  Sir, I think that is right.  I'm very grateful.

SIR ADRIAN FULFORD:  Thank you very much indeed.  Then we

will sit again at tomorrow at 10.00.
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(11.50 am) 

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am the following day) 
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